
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pastor's Corner 
 
 
 

Signs of New Life 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to 

each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have a 

common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. For we are God’s servants, 

working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone 

else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any 

foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on 

the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—the work of each builder will become 

visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of 

work each has done. If what has been built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If 

the work is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. 

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s 

temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should become fools so that you 

may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, 

“He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 

 and again, 

“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.”  

So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the 

world or life or death or the present or the future—all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ 

belongs to God.  (1 Corinthians 3:5-23) 

This congregation is about to go through a transition. You will be welcoming a new pastor soon. This is a 

good time to remember what Paul was trying to help the Corinthians understand. You are God’s temple, 

and God will work through you. Your pastor will love and serve you, but it is God who will work through 

you. Various pastors plant and water, but it is God who gives the growth. 

The itinerant system in the United Methodist Church is based in the belief that pastors are tools that God 

uses within the life of a congregation. Each brings particular gifts and skills. No one pastor is more 

important than another. All are servants of God and of Christ’s Church. A lot of prayer and deliberation 

goes into the appointment process. God works through this process. It is not always perfect, but most of 

the time, we can see God at work in the appointments that are made. 

 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
 

 

The Newsletter of First United Methodist Church Surgoinsville, TN 

Elaine Ruth, Pastor                                                                         Church:  345-2279 
 

 

““FFoorr  aallll  ttoo  kknnooww  aanndd  sshhaarree  tthhee  LLoovvee  ooff  CChhrriisstt”   

 

June 2021 

 



 
Pastor's Corner continued 

As Paul said: 

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.” (1 Cor. 3:6-7)  

This is where we must keep our focus—on God. Our goal is to be a fruitful congregation. In John 15:1-8, 

Jesus talked about how that happens. Hear what Jesus said about being fruitful: 

”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 

Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 

word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever 

does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 

the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 

be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” (John 

15:1-8) 

Jesus expects us to be fruitful disciples, but that doesn’t happen merely by our efforts. In order to be 

fruitful, we have to recognize the truth in this metaphor of the vine and branches. Jesus wanted his 

disciples, and that includes us, to understand that true life comes through him. Just like branches are kept 

alive only when they stay connected to the vine, we stay spiritually alive only when we are connected to 

Jesus. In the same way that healthy branches produce fruit when they are connected to the vine, we 

produce fruit when we are connected to Jesus. Branches don’t produce fruit by straining, and trying, and 

working at it. They produce fruit as the life of the vine flows through them. Fruit is the natural result of the 

life of the vine flowing through the branch. 

There are two things I want you to keep in focus during this transition and always: 

FIRST:  You, First United Methodist Church of Surgoinsville are God’s temple, and God’s Spirit dwells in you. 

Let that sink in. You are God’s temple, and God’s Spirit dwells in you. 

SECOND:  You can only be fruitful for God when you stay connected to God. 

June 13 will be my last Sunday here. I have been appointed to Rogersville First United Methodist Church. 

On Wednesday, June 23, my husband, Bob, and I will be loading a truck and moving to Rogersville. Some of 

you know that my husband also is a pastor. He will be staying at First UMC in Church Hill.  

I know you are excited about this new beginning. I am confident that your new pastor, Rev. Chris Ray, is 

bringing many important gifts that will increase the ministry of this congregation. As the Apostle Paul 

reminds us, one pastor plants, another waters, but it is God who gives the increase. I know you will 

welcome Rev. Ray and his family warmly and work with him to accomplish the ministries of Jesus. 

 

In recent sermons, we considered Paul’s metaphor of the body of Christ to which we each belong. We 
talked about the importance of the gifts the Spirit has given to each one of us and the importance of 
reaching out into the world with those gifts. If we do not use our gifts in service to the church, the church 
cannot be healthy or accomplish its purpose in the world. 

Rev. Ray cannot single-handedly accomplish all that needs to be done. He will need you to do what God 

has equipped you to do. 

On Pentecost Sunday, we celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit. The greatest celebration of the Holy 

Spirit is to respond with a yes to whatever it asks of you. When Jesus talked to those first disciples about 

what he expected them to do after he ascended to heaven, he said, “You will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses.” 

Continued on next page 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

To:  Surgoinsville First United Methodist Church. 

 

Thank you for the lovely quilt that you gave in 

memory of Larry.  It will be a cherished memory of 

love for Larry and our family by all of you. 

 

Thank you too for all the many cards, calls and 

words of kindness over the last several weeks.  

Your support has meant a great deal to us. 

  

Love, 

        Mary Nile, Meredith & Ben 
 

Pastor's Corner continued 
 

You see, you do not have an excuse to sit around and say you can’t do anything. If you have committed 

your life to following Jesus, you have received the Holy Spirit, and you have been empowered. There is 

something for every living Christian to do for the mission of Jesus. No excuses. 

The past year and a half have been a difficult time for our congregation. We had to shut down or limit our 

worship and ministry activities. Nothing felt right or comfortable. We have felt frustrated and depressed, 

even angry sometimes.  

Things are getting better, though. Now that so many of our congregation have been vaccinated and the 

COVID-19 threat is lessening, I am excited that we are able to resume many of our beloved worship 

traditions. We have already added the full choir and congregational singing back to our worship. We have 

welcomed our acolytes back to the worship service, and the ushers have resumed their role of collecting 

the offering. Our Sunday School classes are starting up again this month. Soup and Scripture will resume 

on June 10. It is a joy to resume these aspects of our worship and ministry. May we never again take these 

things for granted.  

Goodbye, and thank you to all who have been welcoming and supportive during my time here. Rogersville 

is not far, so I am sure we will see each other around. I am looking forward to some concerts at Bellamy 

Hardware this fall. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Elaine 

 

 
 
 

For all of the ladies, men and others that 

furnished the meal for our family after the 

celebration of life service, we thank you so very 

much.  It was just another expression of love 

and kindness for our family that you exhibited. 

 

Thank you so very much from the Southam, 

Gillespie and King families. 

 

 With love, 

  Mary Nile 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

  

 

  

 

 
 

6/4 
Andrew Greer 

 
6/14 

Jason Byington 
 

6/16 
Cathy Dykes 

 
6/18 

Christina Mowell 
 

6/20 
Dottie Collins 

 
6/21 

Kristi Cardenas 
Joan Turnbull 

 
6/24 

Olivia Hill 
 

6/29 
Lora Williams 

 

PRAYER  PAGE 
 
 

As you pray this week please remember: 
 
 
 
 
 

Gerri Pierce 

Roger Sizemore (Jean Keirsey’s Brother) 

Carla Hughes 

Ericka Bellamy 

Sarah Williams 

John K. Williams 

Pat Hughes (sister-in-law of James Hughes) 

Jane Ruth (Pastor Bob Ruth’s Mother) 

The Family of Larry Southam 

Sandra Castle (Gerri Pierce) 

Betty Hill (Rhonda Hill’s Mother) 
 
 
 
 
 

Names on the prayer list will remain there for a month.  To keep a name on the prayer list after a month, please contact the church office. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6/8 

Brian & Tammy Clark 

 

6/12 

Harold & Dottie Collins 

 

6/15 

Jack & Gerri Pierce 

 

6/19 

Roscoe & Mozel Justice 

 

6/20 

Wayne & Mary Nancy 

Thurman 

 

6/21 

Jeff & Heidi Hesoun 

 

6/29 

Jim & Sue Harvey 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of Larry Southam 
• For the Imagination Library 

By Ron & Jean Keirsey 
By Betty Firestine 

 
 

 
 

CALENDAR FOR JUNE         
 

 

Every Monday 

 6:30 p.m.                     Boy Scouts Meeting 

 

Every Tuesday 

 6:00 p.m.                        Webelos Meeting 

 

Every Wednesday 

     6:00 p.m.                               Choir Practice 

 

Every Thursday 

 6:00 p.m.                     Girl Scouts Meeting 

 

 

Sunday,  

 6:00 p.m.                         Video Bible Study  

                                                  “The Chosen” 

 

Friday, June 4 

                                            Quilt Guild Meeting 

 

Sunday, June 6 

     10:00 a.m.               Sunday School will start 

Thursday, June 10 

        9:00 a.m.                          Soup & Scripture  

 

Tim & Bronwyn Hogan 

6034 Starhurst Drive 

Knoxville, TN  37921 
 

Thank You for Giving! 
 

Thanks to your giving to the 2021 Hands-on Mission 

Project:  School Kits for Zimbabwe we were able to 

furnish 10 backpacks filled with much needed school 

supplies to the Ishe Anesu Project for Underprivileged 

Children.   We also covered the cost of shipping.  

Thank You! 

Soup & Scripture Ministry 
The Soup & Scripture Ministry will resume on Thursday, 

June 10 at our church.  Helpers are needed around 

10:00 a.m. to package and deliver the meals.  Please 

let Lynda Skelton know if you can help in this way.  Let 

the church know of shut-ins or people in the 

community who could benefit from a meal. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Treasurers Report for May 
Please note that the income amounts do not include the offering for May 30 and the expenses are 

through May 27. 

 

Income for the month: $12,558.00 

Received towards the Budget:            $12,373.00 

Received to Special Funds:       $185.00 

 

Expenses for the month:  $16,357.36 

 Direct Bill Pension       $885.40 

 Direct Bill Health Insurance      $948.00 

 Appalachian District Fund      $238.49 

 Conference Fair Share   $1,342.30   This was for April and paid in May 

   

 Total Staff Salaries               $6,206.83 

 

Operating Expenses: 

  Holston Electric                        $804.96 

Water & Sewer     $114.60 

  Hawkins County Gas    $220.35 

  Telephone & Internet      $73.62 

  Mowing      $820.00 

  Office Supplies & Expenses    $192.54 

  Building Insurance  $1,455.25 

  Building Maintenance $2,940.00* 

 *$2.800.00 was for new guttering for the front of the church and was paid for using funds from the 

  Kensinger Memorial account. 

   

Other Miscellaneous Expenses               $115.02 

 

 

Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of the church. Our Financial Secretary is Jean Keirsey.  

If you mail your offering to the church, please send it to her attention. 
 

Submitted by:  Gina Skelton 

 

 


