
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Pastor's Corner 
 
 

One of the best Bible passages about love is 1 Corinthians 13. The Apostle Paul did a great job of teaching us 
what love is. Love is patient and kind, and love is the greatest of all virtues. The Bible teaches us a lot about 
love. It teaches us to sacrifice for our friends, to love our neighbors, and even to love our enemies. And 
ultimately, all of these things help us to grow deeper in our love for God. The love Paul describes in 1 
Corinthians 13 works well as advice for a romantic relationship. But the issue Paul was really addressing when 
he wrote these words is how we live together as a community of followers of Jesus. 
 
In the past few years, the Church and our nation have confronted some very divisive issues such as racism, 
sexism, immigration, violence, and the legalization of same-sex marriage. When we disagree with someone on 
hot-button topics, it can be tempting for us to leap into action to defend Truth, Justice, and the American Way. 
But if we are not careful, we can do a lot of harm to individuals and to the witness of the Church. The reactions 
of some Christians have deepened the divide between the Church and people outside the Church and have 
created divides between people within the Church.  The kind of fighting over beliefs and behaviors we're 
seeing is nothing new. From the beginning of Christianity, believers have disagreed about what is the most 
faithful way to follow Jesus. Early Church fathers argued over what beliefs were heresy and wrote horrible 
letters excommunicating each other and saying, "God doesn't love you anymore." In the aftermath of the 
Protestant reformation, there were bitter feuds between the Roman Catholic Church and various Protestant 
denominations.  
 
John Wesley watched how the various Protestant denominations bickered and demonized each other. He 
heard the arguments made against the Methodist movement by people who thought the Methodists were not 
being true enough to the traditions of the Church of England. So, in 1749, Wesley preached a sermon called, "A 
Catholic Spirit." In this context, "catholic" does not refer to the Roman Catholic church. It means universal, all-
embracing, and diverse. 
 
That sermon John Wesley preached 272 years ago is still powerful and relevant for us today. John Wesley's 
language from 1749 is a little tough for us to understand in 2021, so I'm going to paraphrase it for you. Here's 
what John Wesley had to say about our Christian duty to be people who love.  
 
We know that scripture teaches us that we are to love our neighbors as ourselves. But some of us try to believe 
that "Love your neighbor" means "You shall love your neighbor," your relatives, acquaintances, friends, "and 
hate your enemy." That is not what Jesus told us to do. Jesus said, "Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you, and persecute you; that you 
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven; who makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust." 
 
Even though a difference in opinions or styles of worship might make it difficult for us to be part of the same 
denomination, should that keep us from being friends? Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? 
Can we not be of one heart, even though we are not of one opinion? Without any doubt, we can. In this all the 
children of God may unite, even though they have differences. It is very possible that many good people may 
have peculiar opinions. As long as we live on this earth and can only see part of the picture, people will not see 
all things alike. It is an unavoidable consequence of our limited human understanding, that people will have 
differing opinions in religion just like they do in the rest of life. Although everyone believes that every opinion he 
holds is true, no one can actually be sure that all his own opinions are true. In fact, every thinking person can be 
sure that he is mistaken in at least some thing. That is the human condition. We all make mistakes. Every wise 
person will allow others the same liberty of thinking that he wants others to allow him and will not insist on 
others accepting his opinions any more than he would want others to force their opinions on him. A wise person 
will be patient with people who have different opinions and only ask him the question: "Is your heart right, as 
my heart is with your heart?" 
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Pastor's Corner continued 
 

But even among people whose hearts are right with God, as long as there are various opinions, there will be 
various ways of worshipping God, and a variety of practice.  
 
Isn't it strange that even in the Christian world, although we all agree in the general, "God is a Spirit; and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth," there are almost as many different styles of 
worshipping God as there are among non-Christian people? And how can we choose among so much variety? 
No one can choose for, or dictate to, someone else. Everyone must follow his own conscience in simplicity and 
godly sincerity. A believer must be fully persuaded in his own mind and then act according to the best light he 
has. No one has the right to force someone else to walk by his own rule. God has given no right to anyone to 
lord it over the conscience of his brothers; but every person must judge for himself, as every person must give 
an account of himself to God. I believe I am correct in my opinions. But my belief is no rule for another. I do not 
ask of him with whom I would unite in love, Are you of my church, of my congregation? My only question at 
present is this, "Is your heart right, as my heart is with your heart?" But what does that question really mean? 
The first thing implied is this:  Is your heart right with God? Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Is he revealed in your soul? Do you know Jesus Christ and him crucified? Is your faith filled with the energy of 
love? Do you love God "with all your heart, and with all your mind, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength?" Is God the center of your soul? Are you laying up your treasure in heaven and counting all other 
things as worthless? Has the love of God cast the love of the world out of your soul? Do you point to him in 
whatever you do, in all your labor, your business, your conversation, aiming only at the glory of God in all? 
 
Is your heart right toward your neighbor? Do you love all people as yourself, without exception? Do you "love 
your enemies?" Is your soul full of good-will toward them? Do you love even the enemies of God, the unthankful 
and unholy? Do you show this by "blessing them that curse you, and praying for those who mistreat you, and 
persecute you?" Do you show your love by your works? If this is how you think (may every Christian say, yes), if 
you sincerely desire to live like this and keep trying until you succeed, then "your heart is right, as my heart is 
with your heart." "If this is true of your heart, give me your hand." I do not mean, "Be of my opinion." You do 
not need to be. I do not expect or desire it. Neither do I mean, "I will be of your opinion." I cannot. Keep your 
opinion and I will keep mine. You do not need to try to come over to me, or bring me over to you. We must both 
be true to our own beliefs. Hold fast to that which you believe is most acceptable to God, and I will do the same.  
 
If I am ignorant or out of the way, love me with the love that is patient, bearing and not increasing my burden. 
Love me with the love that covers all things, believes all things, is always willing to think the best, to put the 
best construction on all my words and actions. Love me with the love that hopes all things and gives me the 
benefit of the doubt. And hope to the end, that whatever is not right will, by the grace of God, be corrected, and 
whatever is lacking will be supplied through the riches of his mercy in Christ Jesus. 
 
Pray for me. Love me not in word only, but in deed and in truth. So far as in conscience you can, join with me in 
the work of God, and let us go on hand in hand. 
 
The words of John Wesley are powerful and as true for us now as they were when he first preached them.  
 
We live in a very divided culture. And you can be certain that you will encounter other Christians who do not 
understand the Bible in the same way you do. I hope we can learn to listen to the perspectives of other people. 
It is possible for people who love God and scripture to come to different opinions on issues. When you are 
faced with the question of how to respond to someone whose beliefs are not like yours, treat the other person 
with respect, and remember, that person is loved by God just as much as you are.  
 
Pray. Humbly pray for God to keep you walking in the truth and to reveal any way you may be mistaken. And 
pray for the other person. Recognize that the other person -- just like you are -- is doing the best she knows to 
do. Pray, as Wesley said, "that whatever is not right will, by the grace of God, be corrected, and whatever is 
lacking will be supplied through the riches of his mercy in Christ Jesus."  
 
Let love guide your responses to other people, and you won't go wrong. "If your heart is as my heart, give me 
your hand." 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

  

 

  

 

 
 

5/4 
Celeste Cradic 

 
5/7 

Pattie Stevens-Kruger 
 

5/11 
Charlie Henige 

 
5/14 

Amy Skelton 
Sarah Williams 

 
5/26 

Molly Wilson 
 

5/28 
Kayla Cradic 

 
5/30 

Mary Boehms 

PRAYER  PAGE 
 
 

As you pray this week please remember: 
 
 
 
 
 

Gerri Pierce 

Roger Sizemore (Jean Keirsey’s Brother) 

Carla Hughes 

Ericka Bellamy 

Sarah Williams 

John K. Williams 

Pat Hughes (sister-in-law of James Hughes) 

The Family of Vicki Linderman 

Larry Southam 

Betty Hill (Rhonda Hill’s Mother) 

The Family of Bob Finchum (Kaye Thurman’s brother) 

Jane Ruth (Pastor Bob Ruth’s Mother) 
 
 
 
 
 

Names on the prayer list will remain there for a month.  To keep a name on the prayer list after 
a month, please contact the church office. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/1 

Rob & Cindy Childress 

 

5/4 

Ken & Jennifer Ferguson 

 

5/6 

Todd & Kimberly Skelton 

 

5/14 

Charles & Lisa Johnson 

 

5/16 

Amy Skelton & John Pevy 

 

5/27 

Glynn & Pattie Stevens-

Kruger 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of Jessie Young 
• For Budget 

By Sis Bailey 
 

 

In Memory of Rheanne Hanson 
• For Undesignated 

By Rudy & Patty Alvis 
 
 

In Memory of Stanley Pevy 
• For Undesignated 

By Rudy & Patty Alvis 
 
 

In Memory of Vicki Linderman 
• For Camp Bays Mountain 

By the church in lieu of flowers 

• For the Doug Turnbull College Scholarship 

      By Ron & Jean Keirsey 

      By Gaynell Reed 

      By Pamela & Wallace Campbell 

      By Heather Linderman 

      By Joan Turnbull 

      By Shawn Kolwaski 

      By Judi Smith 

      By George & Arlene Krinsky 

• For Undesignated 

      By Rudy & Patty Alvis 

 
 

CALENDAR FOR MAY         
 

 

Every Monday 

 6:30 p.m.                     Boy Scouts Meeting 

 

Every Tuesday 

 6:00 p.m.                        Webelos Meeting 

 

Every Wednesday 

     6:00 p.m.                               Choir Practice 

 

Every Thursday 

 6:00 p.m.                     Girl Scouts Meeting 

 

 

Sunday, May 2 

 6:00 p.m.                         Video Bible Study  

                                                  “The Chosen” 

 

Tuesday, May 4 

 6:30 p.m.    Administrative Board Meeting 

 

Sunday, June 6 

     10:00 a.m.               Sunday School will start 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Treasurers Report for March 
 

 

Income for the month: $14,193.00 

Received towards the Budget:            $13,423.00 

Received to Special Funds:       $770.00 

 

Expenses for the month:  $13,908.17 

 Direct Bill Pension       $885.40 

 Direct Bill Health Insurance      $948.00 

 Quarterly FICA & Medicare       $664.46 

Appalachian District Fund      $238.49 

 Conference Fair Share      $997.60   This was for March and paid in April. 

   

 Total Staff Salaries               $7,787.76 

 Expenses: 

  Holston Electric                        $384.42 

Hawkins County Gas     $362.32 

  Water & Sewer     $116.76 

  Telephone & Internet      $73.62 

  Office Supplies      $852.34 (software renewal and new filing cabinet) 

  Custodial Supplies                    $45.60 

  Workers Compensation Ins.    $154.00 

  Building Maintenance      $72.50    

Other Expenses                  $324.90 (education, missions, sermon by phone) 

 

 

Thank you for continuing to support the ministries of the church. Our Financial Secretary is Jean Keirsey.  

If you mail your offering to the church, please send it to her attention. 
 

 

Submitted by:  Gina Skelton 

 

2021 HANDS-ON MISSION PROJECT 
SCHOOL KITS FOR ZIMBABWE 

Ishe Anesu Project for Underprivileged Children 

Goal = 400 
 

The District has a limited number of materials in stock and available for our churches to purchase 
at cost.  

 

Collect these items in a large (at least 17”) backpack:  

• 3 pks. of 100 sheets, loose-leaf, wide-ruled paper OR 3 - 9¾”x 7.5” 100-sheet 
composition books. No spiral notebooks.  

• 1 Compass and 1 Protractor (may be packaged individually or as a set).  

• 1 (12”) Ruler  

• 1 pack of Erasers (preferably pencil-top style).  

• 1 (10-12 pack) of Pencils  

• 1 Small English Dictionary. No thesauruses.  

• 1 (10 –12 pack) of Black or Blue Pens  

• 1 pack Colored Pencils. No crayons or markers.  

• 1 Ream (500 sheets) Copy Paper  
 

Each backpack requires $5 for shipping.  The church will write one check for shipping to cover all 
of our backpacks.  Please do not put shipping money in the backpacks.  
 

The deadline to drop-off backpacks is May 25, 2021. 
The District Office is the only drop-off point, due to the pandemic. 


